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Students, Parents, Teachers, 
Grandparents—Get in the Spirit! 
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The Madison Metropolitan School District 
provides Talented and Gifted (TAG) 

programming that assures Next 
Level Challenge (NLC) 
instruction for students who 
are performing significantly 
above grade level.  

 
Most TAG programming occurs 
in the regular classroom 

through differentiated instruction. 
TAG resource staff is available to support 
classroom teachers in differentiation. 
 
If parents or guardians have questions 
about their child receiving NLC, they 
should have a conversation with the 
classroom teacher first.  They may email 
or call their TAG resource teacher with 
further questions. 
 
For more information about MMSD’s TAG 
programming, visit the TAG website at 
http://www.madison.k12.wi.us/tag/ or call 
your school’s TAG Resource Teacher: 
Barbie Klawikowski, 663-5230, or email: 
bklawikowski@madison.k12.wi.us 
 
For interested parents: 
 
• Join the MMSD TAG Parent Group:  

Madison United For Academic 
Excellence (MUAE) at tagparents.org 

• The 2006 meetings held in the Doyle 
Administration Building, Room 209 
from 7:00-8:30 pm on the following 
dates: 

September 27 (Wednesday) – 
Topic: “The Midwest Academic 
Talent Search”  
 

October 17 (Tuesday) 
 

November 29 (Wednesday) – 
Guest Speaker:  Art Rainwater/ 
“Conversations with the 
Superintendent” 
 

December 12 (Tuesday) 

������� ��������� �������� ����
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Each year, The Center for Talent 
Development (CTD) at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, IL conducts the 
Midwest Academic Talent Search (MATS). 
Participating in this activity is voluntary 
and at parent/guardian discretion. 
Students in grades 3-6 may take the 
EXPLORE test, a test designed for 8th 
grade students. Students who are in 
grades 6-9 may choose between the ACT 
and SAT tests, which are designed for 
high school juniors or seniors. MMSD 
students may take the tests in Madison. 
 
Why might a student participate in 
this testing opportunity?  Reasons 
include: 

• The testing process 
offers an out-of-level testing 
opportunity for students who 
typically perform at the “ceiling” (or 
top) of grade-level standards.  This 
may be the first testing experience 
a student has in which s/he does 
not know all of the answers, or is 
even able to complete the entire 
test.  Therefore, information is 
gained regarding a student’s 
relative strengths. 

• Students will gain information 
about other academic opportunities 
around the state and nation 
(Wisconsin Center for 
Academically Talented Youth 
[WCATY], Northwestern University, 
etc.) 

 
We recommend you register on-line at:  
http://www.ctd.northwestern.edu/mats/inde
x.html 
 
If you cannot register on-line, you may call 
your TAG Resource Teacher to request a 
mail-in registration form. Some fee waivers 
are available from Northwestern; however, 
it is important to apply early in order to 
qualify. Applications for MATS must be 



postmarked by OCTOBER 30, 2006*. Fifth 
grade students who are eligible for free 
and reduced lunches may qualify for a 
MMSD scholarship (contact your TAG 
resource teacher). 
 
If you have any questions, contact your 
school’s TAG Resource Teacher. 
 
*LATE REGISTRATIONS ACCEPTED 
ON-LINE ONLY* 
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